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New Life Members, President Ross K. 

Sweeny and the Rev. Canon William 
V. Rauscher, were honored as Life 
Members at the Arthur Ford Memorial BB 

gggjg| 

Luncheon in a surprise announcement 
by Vice-President William Holes. 

They join former President Rev. Paul 
Higgins and thirty-three other Life 
Members. The awards and recognition 
of Life Members culminated an out¬ 
standing 15 th Anniversary Annual 

Conference. The Rev. Canon 

The Rev. Ross Sweeny William V. Rauscher 


CONFERENCE REFLECTIONS FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Our Spring Conference in Chicago reached some new levels of growth: in 
excellence, in quality of speakers, in our ability to execute details of the 
Conference, in quality of leadership, in spiritual awareness, in ability to 
give and receive love. The vibrations and spiritual energy generated at the 
Conference reached a new level, resulting in healings on several different 
levels and in demonstration of the way that things can mesh together when 
high level and harmonious energies are being generated. 


There are so many to be thanked and congratulated that it would not be 
possible to name them all: however, it would be good to highlight a few that 
are obviously outstanding. Perhaps our first to thank are our friends from 
the realm of the unseen (are you kidding?). Then we saw the obvious leader¬ 
ship of our new Executive Director, Bob Ericsson, and the dedicated office 
staff of Rheva Grau, Linda Hoffmann, Cliff Hall, Audree Lundsberg. The 
practical talent and experience of a master in putting on seminars, Bud 
Hayes, helped to overcome a problem which has always plagued us: how to 
collect tickets and money and record it. We are so grateful, Bud; God bless 
you. Bill Rauscher does such a tremendous job for us in securing outstanding 
speakers that it is always impossible to have anything as good next year, and 
certainly not to surpass it. BUT THE IDEA IS INTRIGUING and a challenge that 
provides more growth for Bill as he responds to it. He's already off and 
running and has unbelievable plans for next year. Then who, but Marcus Bach 
could do what he does so superbly? Just to have him walk up and down among 
us, radiating his spirit and loving us would be a rich blessing, but to have 
this artist with words and ideas address us at the strategic part as he did, 
is to gather up all of the blessings which we have received into a beautiful 
bouquet which delights us all. Pat Hayes, Gordon Melton and Marcus Bach 
gave unforgettable training to our area and group leaders. 
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TWO EXCELLENT NATIONAL CONFERENCES 


CASSETTE OF THE MONTH 

A new cassette program was initiated 
at the 1971 Annual Conference. Tapes 
of each speaker and his complete 
workshop, if possible, will be in¬ 
cluded on one full cassette tape for 
sale at $ 4.95 including tax and 
handling costs . They will be ex¬ 
cellent for home, car and group study. 
Brother Mandus 1 lecture, inspirational 
Healing Service and outstanding work¬ 
shop on Effective Prayer . Cleve 
Backster on plants and humans - The 
Oneness of All Life. Dr. Marcus 
Bach's lecture "The Will to Believe" 
with workshop or with closing 
lecture - outstanding! 

A secret - President Sweeny's talk 
"Be a Prince" is the sleeper of the 
Conference. Where is SFF going? How 
far? On side 2 the Memorial Service 
for Arthur Ford and other members by 
Rev. Paul L. Higgins. 

Tape recordings for 5" and 7" reels 

$5.50 and $6.50 from Rev. Frank 

Considine, Box 245, Corwith, Iowa. 

A "reel" bargain! 


July 5 - 10 Carleton College, Northfield, 
Minnesota; July 18-23 Gettysburg 
College, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. s 

Registration, room and meals only $80. 
The Conference on Prayer and Meditation 
July 5-10, features Dr. Marcus Bach, 
Rev. Alex Holmes, Dr. William Parker 
and Mrs. Betty Allen. Strengthen 
your spiritual understanding. Learn 
how to pray and meditate for yourself 
and others and for healing. Free 
private readings by amateurs and 
psychics. 

The Conference on Spiritual Awareness 
July 18-23 features Allen Spraggett, 
excellent speaker, and Dr. Eric 
Butterworth author of Discover the 
Power Within You . Classes in healing, 
dreams, astrology, Bible, group leader¬ 
ship. Private readings at extra cost. 
Register soon - rooms are being 
assigned now. 

POSTAL RATES have increased to 60 for 
the first pound and 20 for each 
additional pound. Write for our new 
Book and Pamphlet Sales List. 


CONFERENCE REFLECTIONS FROM THE PRESIDENT - continued 

I took home such an abundance of love and gratitude that this week has been 

one of the richest of my life. I had the knowledge that I was radiating love 

in all directions as I went into hospital rooms to pray for healing of 
parishioners and a certainty that the connection was good as I prayed. I was 
able to confront a frothy and frivolous compliment from a nominal Christian, 
with the loving suggestion that if she ever decided to give up her spiritual 
window-shopping and become an intentional seeker, she could become a 
tremendous person. As I walked the halls, wondering if my feet were touching 

the floor or if I were levitating I passed two nurses aides and heard them 

say, "Boy! He certainly looks happy about something." I knew myself, as all 

of us must know, to be a blessing. If you do not know it, know it now. Know 

also that the more love you give away, the more you have, and if we try to 
keep it we lose it. 

Now may I express the thrill and humble gratitude which Bill Rauscher and I 
feel for the gifts of the Life Membership presented to each of us. We are so 

grateful to all who had a part in it. This is very near our hearts and quite 

special to us. God bless you and enable you to grow in love, in beingness, 
and in the ability to have. 


The Newsletter of Spiritual Frontiers Fellowship is published ten times a 
year (monthly except July and August), by the Spiritual Frontiers Fellowship, 
the office is located at 800 Custer, Evanston, Illinois 60202. Members of 
SFF receive the Newsletter by virtue of membership. Second-class postage 
paid at Evanston, Illinois. 
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Psychics—Their Role in the Church 




The recognition of a strong psychic stream in the life of 
the church leads quite naturally to raising questions about those 
who manifest in a major way the reality of the psychic dimension. 
These people are called psychics or, according to their particular 
gift, healers, prophets, mediums, miracle workers or seers. Since 
it seems that only a minority of persons possess these gifts to a 
measurable extent in a controlled and regular manner and since the 
manifestation of these gifts (biblically speaking) is part and 
parcel of the life of the church, the proper role of psychics is a 
matter of no small concern. 

Their Role in Ancient Israel 




In the Old Testament natural psychics abound. In the days 
before the founding of the kingdom under Saul, psychics were found 
at all levels of Hebrew society. Some were minor servants of com¬ 
munities giving what help they could with their special but myste¬ 
rious ability. Others rose to heights of power even to the point 
of ruling the twelve tribes. Even women, by the use of psychic 
abilities, were able to rise above the station in life assigned 
them by Hebrew culture. 

Joseph was one of the earliest psychics, who rose to power in 
Egypt after being sold into slavery. His particular talent was 
the ability to read dreams and interpret them. While languishing 
in prison, he interpreted the dream of Pharaoh's butler. When 
Pharaoh had a dream, Joseph was called upon to interpret it. His 
success led him to become second only to Pharaoh in Egypt. 

In the years following Moses and Joshua, seers arose in Israel 
to lead the people. Called judges in the common English versions, 
these psychics made history for a whole era of the Old Testament 
world. When psychics were there, Israel was on top; but without a 
seer, Israel went astray and "did evil in the sight of the Lord." 
Good times returned only when a psychic leader appeared. Such a 
time was the appearance of Deborah, a prophetess. Deborah dwelt 
under a palm tree, it is said, and there the children of Israel 
came for their readings. 

Deborah used her psychic powers to guide Baruk, the Hebrew cap¬ 
tain, in his victory over the Canaanite Sisera and to precognize 
Sisera's death at the hands of a woman. Israel prospered so long 
as Deborah lived. 
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Samuel was the last of the psychic leaders of Israel, and 
it was into his hands that the unhappy job of inaugurating the 
kingdom under Saul fell. It was to Samuel that the precogni¬ 
tion of David's role was given, and afterward the chore of 
anointing him to be Saul's replacement. And it is to Samuel, 
though dead and in spirit, that Saul turned when in desperation 
dreams and prophets could not yield relief. 

The account of Saul's visit to the witch of Endor has given 
shallow Bible commentators much ammunition for polemics against 
genuine psychic phenomena. When read carefully and literally, 
the passage does nothing of the sort. What is condemned is not 
psychism, but witchcraft, the consorting with the world of evil 
spirits or the earthbound - here called a familiar spirit. 

Saul as king of Israel, banished from the land the witches 
and wizards, here described as those with a familiar spirit. 

The condemnation of these is a persistent Biblical idea. As 
Samuel's prophecy of Saul's rejection by God for disobedience 
manifested itself in continual defeat for Saul's army, Saul 
grew desperate for the psychic contact which Samuel had earlier 
provided him. Dreams and other prophets (seers) failed him. 

In desperation then he turned to a "woman with a familiar 
spirit." Saul called up, with her help, the spirit of the 
departed Samuel. In this action, Saul was condemned, but not 
for the attempt to communicate. He was condemned by God for his 
disobedience. He was condemned by Samuel for turning to him 
after God had condemned, and finally he was condemned for con¬ 
sorting with a woman with a familiar spirit. For while the 
scripture extols true psychic talent placed in the service of 
God and man, it condemns witchcraft, fortune telling in all 
forms (divination) and consorting with the lower spirit world. 

To be noted in any discussion of this passage is the sur¬ 
prise of the woman on seeing Samuel. She did not expect him 
to appear or speak. While on the one hand the incident is 
another condemnation of witchcraft, on the other it is a vivid 
example of the possibility of communication. A familiar spirit 
is either a discarnate personality (i.e., one who has never 
been incarnated on earth) or an earthbound personality and to 
be distinguished from a mediumistic control. (Because of its 
significance this passage will be discussed in full in a later 
lesson. Also see Elliot's pamphlet listed at the end of this 
lesson.) 
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In the years of the kingdom, of the Babylonian captivity, 
and of Israel after the exile, psychics still emerged periodi¬ 
cally. They were called prophets instead of judges, and in 
their careers is written another whole era of Old Testament 
history. Ezekiel is typical of this new set of "seers." His 
psychic awakening came when the young priest experienced an 
ecstatic vision popularized in song as "Ezekiel saw the wheels, 
way up in the middle of the air." His career is one of offering 
warning to the impending disaster which Babylon will bring, and 
then, after the disaster occurred, to bring a message of hope 
in his vision of the temple rebuilt. 

The New Testament 


In the New Testament psychics abound. They were the bearers 
of the spirit, and their psychic talents were given high pres¬ 
tige and termed "gifts of the spirit." The Acts of the Apostles, 
and to a lesser extent, the Pauline epistles, relate the adven¬ 
tures of the psychic heroes of the early church. 

It was to Paul, the greatest of the psychics, that the task 
of defining the role of psychics and the place of the psychical in 
s_ the church was given. Paul was called upon to deal with this prob¬ 

lem when the over-zealous exercise of "spiritual gifts" at Corinth 
threatened to disrupt it completely. From Paul's treatment of 
psychic phenomena, one can begin to make some statements about 
psychics and the church. 

1. Psychics and psychic talents are part of the central life 
of the church. If this were not so, so much space in Biblical 
literature would not have been devoted to discussing it and its 
usefulness in living in God's presence. 

2. In exercising psychic gifts, in the context of the church 
one is following in Jesus' way by channeling the spirit to the 
world. The Church is the body of Christ, and the same spirit 
that gives the psychic talents is the one that welds the body 
together to carry on the life of Christ in this present age. 

3. While psychics and psychic gifts are central to the life 
of the church, they are not the one central point upon which the 
church turns. The true church is not to be equated with medium- 
ship and the production of phenomena. Psychic gifts are second¬ 
ary to faith, for faith is the basis without which all else is 
worthless. Psychic gifts are plainly subservient to love which 
will be that which lasts when all else passes away. 
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Psychics are to find their way in a church which includes 
pastors, administrators, the visitors of the sick and sorrowing 
and the deacon servants. There is no present danger of creating 
a church which swings on psychics and their phenomena. There is 
much ground to cover before the church as a whole will be wide 
open to its psychic foundation and heritage. But there is a 
danger of forgetting the balanced nature of the church and of 
attempting to create a new type of church modeled on our psychic 
discoveries and secondarily our own ego. 

4. Finally we might add that there is an order of importance 
to the psychic gifts. By far more stress is laid on healing and 
prophecy than any other gifts. In both the Gospels and the 
Epistles over half the examples of psychism are spiritual heal¬ 
ings. Prophesy is the gift which keeps the church in present 
contact with its Lord. It is no accident that Jesus was seen as 
a bearer of the prophetic tradition (Matt. 13:14), or that follow¬ 
ing his hymn on love, Paul extols spiritual gifts "especially 
that you may prophecy" (I Cor. 14:1). But even these observa¬ 
tions must be made with the realization that all spiritual gifts 
go together to make a whole body and if any spiritual gifts are 
missing the body is not at full strength. 

A Look to the Future 


Having made the statements about what used to be and knowing 
something about the present situation, the future possibilities 
of psychics in the church should be visualized. In posing an 
image of what the church which returned psychics to their his¬ 
toric position might resemble a goal toward which church members 
can work is set. What then is the psychic's role in the church? 

The psychic might be described as an especially gifted church 
member, talented in one of several areas central to the church's 
life and as such serves as a point of reference for the church it 
moves in the psychic area of its existence. This definition needs 
some explanation in highlighting of three main aspects about the 
psychical. 

1. Psychics are especially gifted church members. The impli¬ 
cation is that just as the church has missionaries and theologians 
it has psychics. Just as everyone is not a psychic, so everyone 
is not, for example, a missionary or a theologian, and just as the 
missionary is the one around which everyone's mission concern is 
focused,and as the theologian is the one who brings to the church 









awareness of its own thought world, so the psychic is the one 
who traverses the spiritual and mystic pathways and dimensions 
and comes back to paint the signposts. Their having gone before 
gives confidence, information and motivation to the rest who will 
soon make the same journey. 

2. The psychical, like theology and mission, is a central 
and important aspect of the church's life. Any church without it, 
like a church without mission will have a tremendous vacuum in 
its life. 

3. Psychics are a point of reference for the whole church. 

The psychical is not the fad of a few but an area in which all can 
and should be moving. While we cannot all be great healers, we 
can join with others in the prayer of faith for healing and begin 
to experience positive results. While all cannot give psychic 
readings, all can become aware of an ability to receive and of 
God's particular guidance and can gain a marked degree of con¬ 
fidence in following flashes of clairvoyance and precognition which 
are often dismissed as coincidence, vague hunches, or intuition. 

If You Visit A Psychic 

In light of the present gap between the church as it is and 

S_ the church as has been visualized above, a further comment on 

psychics and the church must be made. The post-Enlightenment 
church of the twentieth century is only slowly opening to psychic 
reality. It is being aided in this opening by the development of 
parapsychology as a recognized discipline of learning. A psychic 
in so far as he practices his gift today is likely to be somewhat 
hostile to a great deal of the church, a natural reaction to the 
present church's hostility to psychic gifts. He may be totally 
outside the church, a fringe member, or even a member of one of 
the many small denominations that are a witnessing part of the 
church to its own psychic heritage. In any case, on a visit to a 
psychic several things should be kept in mind. 

1. Begin to see the psychic in the light of your understand¬ 
ing of his true place in the church. Whether in or out of the 
church picture the psychic's ability in its light as a gift from 
God._ 

2. Do not build a dependence on psychics. Psychics are not 
to be idolized however talented, nor are they to be viewed as the 
oracle of absolute truth. All of us are more or less gifted 
psychically.Developing that psychic talent should be our pri¬ 
mary concern. Our making use of psychics is primarily for the aid 
that the exercise of their psychic gifts can give. What they are 
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doing is what one day, either in this life or the next, 
be doing. 


all will 


3. Try the Spirit that speaks. Is it of God? Test the con¬ 
tent and mood of the message (and/or help received) against the 
best that you know - moral, aesthetic and personal values. 

4. Use the same common sense and rational powers in evaluat¬ 
ing a psychic's work as you would use in other areas of life. 

The articles by Hughes and the SPR listed below are most helpful 
in this endeavor. 

5. Finally, work toward building a climate in which psychics 
will be able to exercise their gifts within the church. Remember 
always the phenomenal growth of the healing ministry from a point 
of practical non-existence a hundred years ago. It is a sign of 
the church's ability to change when presented with knowledge of 

a vacuum in its life. 


Carrying on the Dialogue 

Several suggestions of study and action are natural anteced¬ 
ents of this lesson. First, begin to make a list of the psychics 
in the Bible along with some reference to a definitive psychic 
experience which causes them to be so labeled. To this list 
might be added a list of psychics in the church through the ages 
such as George Fox, St. Theresa or Madam Guyon. Secondly, begin 
to identify the various roles that psychics have played in the 
western religious heritage. Elijah was the troubler of Israel. 
Samuel was a ruler. Anthony was a monk. Thirdly, begin to set 
up structures in which psychics and church leaders can meet in 
mutual dialogue. Invite church leaders to SFF meetings as guests. 
Begin to share personal psychic experiences. Lastly, but most 
importantly, pray for the new depth in spiritual life which will 
come when the psychic dimension is recovered. 

Further reading: 

The works of Arthur Ford and Olga and Ambrose Worrall ably 
illustrates the attempted functioning of a psychic in the church. 
Their autobiography provides fruitful reading from this perspec¬ 
tive as well as in their own right. 


Hughes, Irene, "That First Sitting, So You've Never Gone." 

Gateway. Oct., 1964. pp. 139-142. (soon to be reprinted) 


Society for Psychical Research, Hints on Sitting with Mediums . 
London: SPR, revised edition. 
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